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candidates did not exceed the number of conflicting
interests represented in Poland. Those parts of Lithuania
in which tie Greek Church flourished, favoured, natur-
ally perhaps, the Muscovite Czar. The dissidents, led
by Jan Firlej, the Grand Marshal, were determined to
perpetuate the religious tolerance which had been won
in die reign of Sigismund. There was an anti-Austrian
party led by Jan Zamoyski, a man with great influence
among the general body of the szlachta. John III. of
Sweden, who had married a princess of Jagiello blood,
had a sentimental following, if no more. It was reported,
too, that young Henry of Valois was willing to relieve
Poland and her nobles of many of the burdens and
expenses of administration if he were elected to the
vacant throne. This tale was sedulously fostered by
Monduc, the French Minister at the Polish Court, who
was lavish of promises in public, and did not stint French
gold in private.
Confusion as to precedent caused the Primate, as
Interrex, to make an unfortunate mistake at the outset.
He called a meeting of the Senate to consider procedure,
and ignored the great body of nobles. The protest that
followed was loud and effective. The procedure was
altered, and a general convocation was summoned at
Warsaw to decide how the election should be conducted.
At that Convocation several important questions were
discussed, one of them being the method of election.
Eventually it was decided that this should be public,
the whole of the nobles being assembled that their voices
might be heard; and as a consequence the kingdom was
committed to the riotous and sanguinary scenes that
marked all future elections.
The convocation also drew up a set of conditions to
which the new king must subscribe; they are now
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